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A 
t the Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District, we believe that everyone 

has a right to clean air every day.  In fact, that is our very mission: everything that we 

do as a public agency is focused on making the air clean for all residents.  

It’s easy to take air quality for granted: our air is clean on most days, and if you don’t 

have asthma or another lung ailment you may not notice when the air quality is unhealthy for the 

most sensitive residents.   

But our region falls short of federal health-based air quality 

standards for smog, and on certain days particulate pollution can 

also cause issues in our communities. Because of that, we work 

diligently to track air quality conditions and share that information 

with the public. We work hard to reduce local air pollution as much 

as possible without creating undue burdens for businesses. We 

always put public health first, and seek the most cost-effective 

solutions to our problems. 

This report is intended to explain how we fulfill our mission and to 

educate the public on some key air quality topics. We included information on our budget, our 

staff, our regulations and our programs. We also highlight our major accomplishments from 2013 

and look ahead to our goals for 2014. 

We hope you find this report helpful, and that you breathe easy in 2014.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

  Mat Ehrhardt, P.E. 

  Executive Director/Air Pollution Control Officer 

CONTACT 
Yolo-Solano AQMD 

BY PHONE 

(530) 757-3650 | (800) 287-3650 

DEDICATED AG BURN LINE 

(530) 757-3660 | (800) 246-3660 

BY MAIL 

Yolo-Solano AQMD 

1947 Galileo Court, Suite 103 

Davis, CA 95618 

ON THE WEB 

ysaqmd.org 
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OUR MISSION 

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Yolo-Solano AQMD Board of Directors is comprised of 14 local elected officials: four Yolo County 

Supervisors, three Solano County Supervisors and one representative each from the City Councils of  

Woodland, West Sacramento, Davis, Winters, Vacaville, Dixon and Rio Vista. 

The Board meets monthly to discuss and set policy on matters under the District’s jurisdiction. Seven 

subcommittees of the Board also meet as needed to work on specific issues, such as the annual budget, 

incentive programs and certain policy topics. 
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We are dedicated to protecting  

human health and property from the  

harmful effects of air pollution. “

“
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OUR DISTRICT 
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WHAT AREA DOES THE YOLO-SOLANO AQMD COVER? 

More than 330,000 people call the communities of the Yolo-Solano AQMD home. 

The District includes all of Yolo County and the northeastern portion of Solano County. There are four 

incorporated cities in Yolo County: Davis, Woodland, West Sacramento and Winters. Three incorporated 

cities in Solano County are within the District: Vacaville, Dixon and Rio Vista. In addition, the District 

provides service to rural residents in both counties and those who live in unincorporated towns including 

Allendale, Clarksburg, Dunnigan, Elmira, Esparto, Knights Landing, Madison and Zamora. 

WHAT ABOUT THE REST OF SOLANO COUNTY? 

The remainder of Solano County is a part of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. The Bay Area 

AQMD includes all or portions of nine counties: San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, Contra 

Costa, Marin, Sonoma, Napa and Solano. It is based in San Francisco. 

WHY IS SOLANO SPLIT? 

Central  and southwestern Solano County, including Fairfield, Suisun City, Vallejo and Benicia, are 

considered to be parts of the Bay Area Air Basin, while the northeastern portion within Yolo-Solano AQMD 

is within the Sacramento Valley Air Basin. Certain geological features, including the Vaca Mountains and 

Montezuma Hills, differentiate typical air quality conditions between the two air basins.  

When the Yolo-Solano AQMD was formed in 1971, the portion of Solano County within the Sacramento 

Valley Air Basin was included. 

WHAT DOES THE DISTRICT DO? 

As the rest of this report will detail, the District works to fulfill its public health mission in a range of ways. 

In its regulatory role, the District enforces its rules on various stationary sources of air pollution and 

creates strategies to meet federal air quality standards. In its land use role, the District provides guidance 

to local agencies on the air quality impacts of projects and planning documents. In its public health role, 

the District monitors local air quality, raises awareness of reduction strategies and works with health 

officials to disseminate information to the public. 

HOW MANY EMPLOYEES DOES THE DISTRICT HAVE? 

The District currently has 22 full-time employees. 

WHO OVERSEES THE DISTRICT? 

The District reports to its Board of Directors, as detailed on page 2 of this report. The California Air 

Resources Board (ARB) and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) also have oversight 

roles on various air quality matters. 
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OUR AIR 
The average person breathes more than 3,000 gallons of air every day. While pollution makes up an 

incredibly small portion of that air, science has shown serious health effects even at low concentrations. 

The Yolo-Solano AQMD is tasked with ensuring that its residents can breathe healthy air every day.  

There are seven air pollutants for which the District is required to meet federal health standards. Our area 

is comfortably in attainment for five of those: coarse particulates, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, lead and 

carbon monoxide. The District is currently seeking official federal recognition of its attainment of the fine 

particulate health standard. The District and its partner districts in the Sacramento air basin expect to 

achieve the health standard for ground-level ozone by 2019. 

AIR QUALITY INDEX 

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is a color-coded scale used to clearly relay air pollution levels to the public. The 

scale goes from 0 to 300. Health impacts for most residents will not begin until orange — at that point, 

heavy outdoor exertion should be limited for sensitive groups. Additional health advisories are 

communicated to the public at red and higher levels. 

The below chart shows the number of days in 2013 in which one of Yolo-Solano’s AQI was at each of the 

levels based on monitoring data. 

 

 

 

 

Each of the days in which the District’s air was considered unhealthy for sensitive groups can be attributed 

to fine particulate pollution.  There were 66 days in which air quality was moderate due to fine particulates, 

11 days due to ozone and four in which levels were moderate for both pollutants. 

FINE PARTICULATES 

Particulate pollution is a mixture of very small particles and liquid droplets. Fine particulates have a 

diameter of 2.5 microns or less. These are very small particles, each just 1/30th the width of a human hair.  

Fine particulates cause health problems because they are small enough to bypass the human body’s natural 

defenses. As such, when breathed in high enough concentrations for prolonged periods, fine particulates 

embed deep into our lungs and get  into our bloodstream. This leads to respiration issues and can aggravate 

asthma or other lung ailments. Fine particulate exposure has also been linked to heart problems.  

While the District currently meets federal health standards for fine particulates, there is the potential for 

unhealthy levels of the pollutant on certain days. 

Transportation and solid fuel combustion (such as wood burning) are major sources of fine particulates.  

GOOD MODERATE UNHEALTHY UNHEALTHY 

FOR SENSITIVE 

GROUPS 

VERY 

UNHEALTHY 

0 0 5 81 279 
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GROUND-LEVEL OZONE 

Ground-level ozone is commonly known as smog. It is formed when nitrogen oxides (NOx) react with 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Sunlight and warm temperatures aid the reaction, which causes ozone 

concentrations to rise in the summer. Ozone levels peak in the late afternoon with overnight dispersal.  

Breathing ozone is said to have a sunburn effect on lungs: healthy cells are damaged by exposure. Exposure 

to pollution is a function of the volume of air breathed and the concentration of the pollutant in the air. As 

such, those engaging in heavy, prolonged exertion — such as play, exercise or work — outdoors on high 

concentration days are the most at risk. Symptoms include respiratory problems, and there is a link 

between smog exposure and heat-related sickness. 

As the chart below shows, smog levels typically stay low within Yolo-Solano. The District experienced zero 

days of unhealthy air due to smog in the six-month peak ozone period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, local activity contributes to regional ground-level ozone problems. NOx and VOCs created locally 

throughout the day tend to drift eastward before reacting and becoming smog in the afternoon.  

As such, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has deemed the Yolo-Solano AQMD to be out of 

attainment for ground-level ozone based on its contribution to unhealthy levels elsewhere in the 

Sacramento region. The Sacramento region experienced 17 days with air quality deemed unhealthy for 

sensitive groups due to ozone in 2013. 

The primary sources of smog precursors are cars and trucks, which are not regulated by the District.  
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HOW WE TRACK & FORECAST AIR QUALITY 

AIR MONITORING 

The District operates five air monitoring stations within the District. In addition, the District has access to 

data from an additional state-operated monitoring station in Davis and uses its mobile monitor for special 

air quality studies or pollution episode response. 

The District’s permanent monitoring stations are located in Vacaville (two), Rio Vista, Woodland and West 

Sacramento. These monitors provide air quality data to District staff and the public on several criteria 

pollutants. In addition, the stations provide meteorological information that helps shape air pollution 

forecasts. The monitoring station in Woodland also provides the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) with data used to assess whether the District meets federal health standards for air quality.  

AIR QUALITY FORECASTING 

The District provides an air quality forecast 365 days a year. These forecasts help the public prepare for 

potentially poor air quality and assist the District in executing its two smoke abatement programs. The 

District’s forecaster models weather conditions to assess likely air quality levels, and the District releases 

next-day forecasts just before noon. The most important conditions to look at in forecasting air quality are 

wind speed and direction, atmospheric pressure, temperature and precipitation. 

WIND 

Wind helps disperse air pollution by moving it 

away from the source, where it is likely to be found 

in the highest concentrations. Air quality is likely 

to be worse on days with little or no wind. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE 

High-pressure systems tend to restrict the vertical 

mixing that assists in dispersion. The worst air 

quality days of the winter typically correspond 

with a high-pressure system parking over 

Northern California. 

TEMPERATURE 

In the summer, high ozone levels are typically 

associated with high heat as sunlight is required 

for the chemical reaction that creates smog. In the 

winter, colder days can lead to more wood 

burning. Wood smoke is a major source of winter 

air pollution. Temperature inversions — in which 

the air closer to the ground is warmer than the 

atmospheric layer above it — also impact air quality. 

PRECIPITATION 

Rain is a great air cleanser. In addition, storms typically involve enough atmospheric action to allow better 

dispersion and vertical mixing. A dry spell during the winter can allow air pollution levels to build up.  

An example of a daily air quality forecast sent to subscribers 

of the District’s Enviroflash service. 
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WHERE TO FIND AIR QUALITY DATA 

The District strives to make air quality data available to the public in as many ways as possible. On its 

website at ysaqmd.org, a widget provides current conditions, the day’s forecasted air quality and the next 

day’s air quality forecast. 

The District also partners with other air districts in 

the Sacramento area to provide the 

sparetheair.com website, which provides 

snapshot maps (as seen on the right) of air quality 

throughout the region. This website also provides a 

wide range of historical data and information on 

air quality. 

Residents and local employees can also sign up for 

the District’s email or text message alert and 

forecast services. These services are provided at no 

cost. Subscribers can choose to receive daily air 

quality forecasts in their inboxes or alerts only 

when air quality reaches unhealthy levels. All 

subscribers also receive air quality-related 

advisories, such as Don’t Light Tonight advisories. 

EPISODE RESPONSE 

The District responded to one major smoke event in 2013. On September 26, a major fire north of Winters 

scorched an estimated 20,000 tons of freshly pressed hay. The fire burned for several days, smoldered for 

an additional week and produced large amounts of smoke. Given the fire’s proximity to Winters, Davis, 

Woodland and Vacaville and prevailing winds coming from the west and north, District staff was concerned 

that residents of those communities could 

suffer an unhealthy air episode. 

The District quickly set up its mobile monitor 

in Winters with additional real-time tracking 

equipment provided by the ARB. The District 

used data from the mobile monitor in addition 

to measurements from its permanent monitors 

in the nearby communities to ensure proper 

public health precautions were advised and 

taken. 

The District did call a joint smoke advisory with 

the Yolo County Department of Public Health 

on September 27 as concerns about local 

impacts grew. Ultimately, most smoke drifted 

far out of the area  with little impact to local residents. 

The District anticipates adoption of a full air quality emergency response plan in 2014.  

A regional air quality map showing current conditions. Data 

from area air quality monitoring stations is used to create 

these. 

A photo of the Winters hay fire taken on September 27. 



 

10  YOLO-SOLANO AIR 2013 

HOW WE PROTECT OUR AIR 

STATIONARY SOURCE PROGRAM 

Air pollution has many sources. The District’s chief regulatory authority is in controlling the air pollution 

emissions from stationary sources. A stationary source is any piece of permanent equipment or process that 

carries the potential to create and emit air pollution. 

There is a great variety in the types of stationary sources 

present in Yolo-Solano. With the area’s rich agricultural 

history, there are a number of farming and food production 

stationary sources of air pollution, such as nut and grain 

processing plants, diesel water pumps, tomato canneries 

and boilers used to create on-site power. Manufacturers, 

mining operations, biomass facilities, paint booths, 

recycling plants, gas stations and large-scale composters 

also potentially emit air pollution. In addition to that, 

many businesses have one or more large diesel generators 

on site to provide back-up power in an emergency. While 

these back-up generators do not run often (if ever), they 

are considered potential sources of air pollution. 

In order to ensure Yolo-Solano residents can rely on 

healthy air, the District has rules in place to limit the amount and type of pollutants these businesses emit. 

The implementation of these emission rules is carried out through the 

District’s stationary source permitting program. 

Any business wishing to open in Yolo-Solano that has the potential to 

emit air pollution must apply for a District permit. The District process is 

streamlined and engineering staff maintains a level playing field by 

applying the same rule-based standards on every applicant. A particular 

permit for a source will describe maximum levels of annual emissions and 

any additional directives needed to protect the health of the public. Any 

time a source makes modifications to its equipment or process, the permit 

is revised and limits are adjusted to meet the current best available 

control technology standards. 

Sources are inspected annually by District staff to ensure all conditions of 

the permits are being met. (Emergency generators are inspected once 

every two years.) Sources are also required to submit annual throughput 

records so that the District can track air pollution emitted each year by 

stationary sources. If during the course of operations a source exceeds its 

emissions limits or otherwise fails to meet its permit conditions, it must 

apply for a variance, which is considered by the District and its appointed 

Hearing Board. 

 

NEW PERMITS 

ISSUED 

IN 2013 

CURRENT 

ACTIVE 

PERMITS 

2013 HEARING BOARD 

The Board of Directors appoints a Hearing 

Board according to ARB guidelines. The Hearing 

Board meets as needed to hear variance 

requests, permit disputes and abatement orders. 

Members serve three-year terms, but can be re-

appointed. 

 Rhonda Martin (Medical Member)  

 Susan Gefter (Legal Member)   

 Tom Kear (Engineer Member)   

 Bruce Du Clair (Public Member)   

 Todd Bruce (Public Member)   

INSPECTIONS 

COMPLETED 

IN 2013 

VIOLATIONS 

SETTLED 

IN 2013 

132 

1,664 

2,413 

69 
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When sources — under permit or not — are suspected to be in violation of District rules, staff investigates. 

If the source is out of compliance, the District will issue a notice of violation (NOV). The District then works 

to settle the issue or pursue legal recourse. At all times in the process, getting the source into compliance is 

the top priority. That’s what protects our air: controlling the emission of air pollution.  

The stationary source program is at the core of the District’s duties. Nearly all District staff work with the 

program in some fashion, though engineering, compliance and administrative staff work with it most 

closely. The stationary source program accounts for just under half of the District’s annual revenue. 

Permitted sources pay start-up, modification and annual fees based on their air pollution emissions limits 

and other factors. 

PORTABLE EQUIPMENT 

Portable equipment with 50 horsepower or greater must also receive a permit before operating within Yolo -

Solano. While the equipment is not stationary, it does have the potential to emit air pollution within the 

District over a period of time. Because businesses that use portable equipment are likely to operate in 

multiple air districts, the ARB runs the statewide Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP). 

District staff assists local businesses 

seeking to register their equipment 

through PERP and also inspects 

worksites to ensure all regulated 

equipment is properly permitted.  

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 

Asbestos is a carcinogen found in a 

number of materials used in 

construction, especially in structures 

built earlier than 1980. The District 

has a rule on asbestos handling that 

applies for all commercial and some 

residential renovation and demolition 

projects.  

All commercial renovation or 

demolition projects of a certain size 

must have material tested for asbestos 

under District regulations to ensure 

that public health will not be put at 

risk from asbestos exposure. When there is more than one home on a property under separate rooflines, 

this regulation also applies to residential projects. 

The District also regulates the removal of naturally occurring asbestos.  

District staff works closely with municipal building officials to enforce the rule, and is preparing additional 

outreach to contractors in 2014. 

A good air quality day at City Hall in West Sacramento. 
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SMOKE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Smoke can have enormous impacts on air quality. While the summer of 2013 featured a number of massive 

wildfires in California, Yolo-Solano was fortunately spared from the primary pollution impacts. The District 

had air quality deemed unhealthy for sensitive groups just one day during the summer, with the Rim Fire in 

the Yosemite area contributing to high particulate pollution levels throughout the Sacramento and San 

Joaquin Valleys. 

Given Yolo-Solano’s history as a farming region, however, many requests for burning related to agricultural 

use are received. The District offers an agricultural burn permit program to farmers and land managers to 

allow burning on certain days in which smoke is unlikely to have an impact on local air quality.  

District staff determines a local burn status every day based on air quality forecasting and other weather 

considerations (especially wind and rain forecasts). If burning is allowed, staff assigns acreage to burn 

permit holders according to the material type, location and amount requested. Compliance with the 

District’s permanent burn regulations and any daily conditions is enforced by field staff. In addition, those 

burning without permits are issued Notices of Violation. 

The daily burn status is also used by local fire districts that allow rural yard burning within their 

jurisdictions. The District does not administer a rural yard burn program, but does enforce basic 

parameters, such as material type and pile size. 

The smoke management program does not extend to fireplaces, wood stoves, fire pits, barbecues, campfires 

or any vehicles. More information on the District’s voluntary fireplace program can be found on page 14.  

LAND USE & CEQA REVIEW 

The District’s planners are responsible for developing the long-range blueprint to achieve health standards 

for air quality. Because transportation contributes a huge portion of Yolo-Solano’s air pollution, District 

planners invest time in understanding and influencing 

regional land use policy. 

Part of that work is handled through the District’s 

collaboration with municipal agencies in project review under 

the California Environmental Quality  Act (CEQA). The 

District’s planners determine whether proposed projects will 

have a significant effect on air quality, and if so, what 

measures can be taken to counter or reduce that effect. 

The District also collaborates with other local and regional 

agencies in efforts to influence land use decisions to improve 

and protect air quality. The primary goal of most of these 

efforts is to reduce single-occupancy vehicle trips.  

District staff sits on committees of the Solano Transportation 

Authority and on the board of the Yolo Transportation 

Management Agency. District staff also collaborates with local 

transit operators, pedestrian and cycling coordinators and Safe 

Routes to School organizers to build consensus around 

transportation methods that contribute less to air pollution. 

A wayfaring sign for Rio Vista’s Bridge to 

Beach Trail, partially funded by the District. 
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TRANSPORTATION INCENTIVES 

While the District does not have regulatory authority on the transportation sector, it is required to meet 

state and federal air quality standards, no matter the source of pollution. Given that some 70 percent of 

ground-level ozone precursors and a substantial share of fine particulates stem from transportation, the 

District works diligently to find ways to reduce local emissions from cars and trucks.  

In lieu of direct regulation of cars and trucks — which happens 

primarily at the state level in California — the District makes 

funding available to projects and programs that reduce 

transportation emissions. 

DMV FEES 

California legislation allows air districts to collect up to $4 for 

each vehicle registration to fund programs that reduce air 

pollution from transportation. In addition, legislation allows 

districts to collect an additional $2 for each registration to 

fund one of four specific types of vehicle retrofit or 

replacement programs. 

SOLANO PROPERTY TAX REVENUE 

Legislation preceding Proposition 13 in the 1970s gave air districts representing the nine Bay Area counties 

the ability to collect a small percentage of local property tax revenue. The District collects this revenue in its 

portion of Solano County. The legislation requires that these funds be spent on Solano County air quality 

programs and projects devoted to reducing transportation emissions. No such levy exists in Yolo County.  

CLEAN AIR FUNDS 

Each year, the District solicits applications for projects aimed at reducing transportation emissions through 

its Clean Air Funds program. In 2013, the District awarded more than $350,000 in grants under the 

program. See a list of the funded projects below. 

An electric vehicle charging up at West 

Sacramento’s new public station at City Hall. 

EXPLORIT SCIENCE CENTER 

Low-emission exhibit van 

NORTH BAY HAY 

Diesel truck retrofit 

TULEYOME 

Air pollution-themed educational theater 

CITY OF DIXON 

Utility vacuum truck retrofit 

VALLEY FARM TRANSPORT 

Yard truck replacement 

YOLOBUS 

Summer Sizzler program 

RECOLOGY 

Low-emission collection trucks 

SOLANO COUNTY 

Motor grader replacement 

CITY OF RIO VISTA 

Cleaner utility vehicle and mower 

SOLANO COUNTY 

Final phase of Vaca-Dixon Bikeway 

BREATHE CALIFORNIA 

Healthy School Air campaign 

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS 

Bike safety education 
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CARL MOYER PROGRAM 

The Carl Moyer program, funded by the state through fees on tire disposal and smog checks, provides 

incentives for cost-effective vehicle retrofit and replacement projects. Air districts are given control of the 

funds to use with the ARB’s guidelines. To maximize the impact of its local dollars, the Yolo-Solano AQMD 

works with the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District to administer the program on a 

regional basis. This allows more Yolo-Solano projects to be funded and streamlines the application process 

for businesses. 

The program’s key aim is to help owners of heavy equipment, including vehicles used often in agricultural 

settings, upgrade to cleaner models well in advance of the state’s regulatory deadlines. These emissions 

reductions are considered “surplus” because they come in addition to what the state’s emissions inventories 

predict. As Yolo-Solano and the entire region remain below federal health standards for ground-level 

ozone, cleaning up the air as quickly as possible is important. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

The District’s regulatory and incentive programs have strong impacts on reducing air pollution. But air 

quality can also be improved if residents and businesses make clean air choices. The District’s public 

outreach program is focused on educating the local community on the impacts of driving, burning wood 

and other activities on air quality. 

DON’T LIGHT TONIGHT 

Wood smoke is a significant contributor to winter fine particulate pollution emissions. While some air 

districts, including the neighboring Sacramento and Bay Area districts, have implemented mandatory wood 

burning abatement programs, the Yolo-Solano AQMD continues to manage its long-running voluntary 

curtailment program called Don’t Light Tonight. 

On days in which air quality forecasts suggest local particulate pollution levels will be elevated, the District 

issues a Don’t Light Tonight advisory and requests that residents refrain from burning wood in their 

fireplace or wood stove. The program runs annually from November 1 through the end of February. In the 

2012-13 season, the District issued 16 advisories. In the first two months of the 2013-14 season, the District 

has issued 19 Don’t Light Tonight advisories. Below is a monthly breakdown of advisories called.  

 

 

 

The District alerts residents of advisories through its Enviroflash email and text message subscription 

service, a dedicated phone hotline, its website, Facebook and local news media. In 2013 the District also 

used movie theater and digital billboard advertising to promote the program and boost subscription 

numbers. 

NOV 

2 
DEC 

5 

JAN 

9 
FEB 

0 
NOV 

5 
DEC 

14 

2012-13 SEASON         2013-14 SEASON* 

* Through December 31. 



 

  15 

 

CLEAN AIR CLASSROOMS 

The District works with local educators in efforts to bring air quality lessons to students through its Clean 

Air Classrooms program.  

The centerpiece of the District’s 

youth outreach program is the 

Clean Air Calendar Contest. 

Students from local communities 

are invited to submit artwork on 

an annual theme; 12 winners are 

selected by the Board of Directors 

for inclusion in the poster-sized 

calendar. The theme for the 2013 

contest was “why clean air 

matters.” The 2014 calendar is 

available at the District offices. 

In 2013 the District created its 

Clean Air Classroom Grants 

program, offering funding for 

projects to help students learn 

how to reduce emissions from 

transportation. Three grants were 

awarded, and projects will be 

completed in early 2014. 

The District also makes classroom presentations on air quality topics and attends youth-focused events 

such as the Yolo County Fair, Winters’ Festival de la Comunidad and West Sacramento’s Earth Day 

celebration. 

SPARE THE AIR 

Regional air districts collaborate on the annual Spare The Air program, which advises residents to drive 

less on days in which ground-level ozone concentrations are forecasted to be high. Cars and trucks provide 

the majority of emissions that lead to smog, and Spare The Air is a way to recruit the public to protect its 

air quality. 

In 2013, Spare The Air advisories were called when the Air Quality Index (AQI) was forecasted to hit at 

least 127. Due in part to a mild summer and weather conditions favorable to pollution dispersion, only two 

Spare The Air advisories were called in 2013. In 2014, the districts plan to move the threshold at which 

Spare The Air advisories are called to an AQI of 101, which is the breakpoint of air deemed unhealthy for 

sensitive groups by the U.S. EPA. 

DIGITAL OUTREACH 

The District continues to leverage cost-effective digital methods to provide public outreach on air quality 

topics. In 2013 the District began publishing its e-newsletter on a monthly basis. It had been published bi-

monthly in 2012 and quarterly in prior years. 

Winners from the District’s 2013 Clean Air Calendar contest. 
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2013 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
The District is proud of several 2013 accomplishments outside the scope of its standing programs.  

TRUCK RULE ADVOCACY 

As members became keenly aware of hardships of local trucking company owner-operators, the Board of 

Directors created a subcommittee to focus on the ARB’s complex Truck and 

Bus Rule in 2013. The rule requires trucks of a certain vintage to be 

retrofitted with diesel particulate filters and/or be replaced. The 

subcommittee met several times to learn about the rule’s impact and to 

deliberate on how best the District staff could assist local small businesses 

affected by the regulations. 

After a public meeting attended by high-level ARB staff and dozens of local truckers, District staff 

developed an outreach and advocacy campaign to help owner-operators find funding solutions and to lobby 

the ARB to reform its rule to protect the small businesses most at risk. 

Staff and the subcommittee were effective in their advocacy as the ARB in December announced its intent 

to provide relief for small Yolo-Solano trucking companies facing a 2014 deadline to install a diesel 

particulate filter. The ARB also agreed to adjust certain parameters that could help local truckers qualify for 

exemptions from the filter regulation.  

FUNDING EXTENSIONS 

Yolo-Solano AQMD, along with other air districts, environmental and health organizations and industry 

groups, successfully championed the passage of Assembly Bill 8, authored by Henry Perea of Fresno, which 

extended existing registration fees of $2 per vehicle for air district programs to clean up school buses, 

tractors, municipal fleets and other heavy vehicles. Funding for those programs was scheduled to sunset in 

2015, but the Assembly and Senate approved AB 8 and Governor Brown signed it into law in September.  

REORGANIZATION 

In July, the District completed a staff reorganization that reduced labor costs and streamlined several 

District programs.  Two new Air Quality Technicians positions were created, replacing the Administrative 

Clerk II/Board Clerk position and the Engineering Technician position.  The Air Quality Techs perform 

technical and administrative support for all of the divisions of the District, including the agricultural 

burning program and agricultural registration inspection program.  The reorganization also led to a 

consolidation of the Board Clerk responsibilities under the Administrative Operations Coordinator and the 

merger of the Compliance and Technical Services Divisions. 

RULE AMENDMENTS 

In 2013, the District completed amendments to its Rule 1.1 (General Provisions and Definitions) and Rule 

2.31 (Surface Preparation and Cleanup). It also began developing amendments  to Rules 2.21 (Organic 

Liquid Storage and Transfer) and 2.22 (Gasoline Dispensing Facilities). 
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GOALS FOR 2014 
The District is looking forward to fulfilling its mission with additional work in the following areas in 2014.  

NEW TRANSPORTION FUNDING INCENTIVES 

District staff will in 2014 submit a plan for the Board’s consideration on allotting DMV registration fees to 

clean transportation projects. Funds available under Assembly Bill 923 were previously dedicated to the 

District’s Clean School Bus Program, which has been completed. After receiving Board feedback, staff will 

develop and propose a plan for these funds going forward. 

CLEAN TRANSPORTATION OUTREACH 

In 2013 the District launched Yolo-Solano Go Clean, a clean 

transportation outreach program.  District staff will focus on 

building local clean transportation awareness in 2014 through 

grassroots outreach, events and digital content development.  

AIR QUALITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

The District expects to submit to the Board its air quality emergency response plan in 2014. After air quality 

emergency incidents in nearby regions, District staff has revisited its emergency response plan and is 

looking for ways to improve its readiness to ensure the public is protected and well-informed during any 

incident that impacts air quality. 

TRUCK OUTREACH 

The District plans to continue its outreach to 

local truck owner-operators on the ARB’s 

regulations and relief achieved in 2013. The 

regulation is incredibly complex, and while it is 

not the District’s rule, staff will continue to work 

diligently to help educate affected businesses in 

Yolo-Solano. 

RULE DEVELOPMENT 

In 2014 staff plans to request the Board approve 

amendments to Rule 2.21 (Organic Liquid 

Storage), Rule 2.22 (Gasoline Dispensing 

Facilities) and Rule 2.34 (Stationary Gas 

Turbines). Rule development is also underway 

or planned on the subjects of Title V permitting 

and asbestos abatement. 

Woodland Mayor Skip Davies (left) and Solano County 

Supervisor John Vasquez listen to a staff report at a Yolo-

Solano AQMD Board meeting. 
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5%       $300K 

37% 

$2.3M 

15% 

$1M 

41% 

$2.7M 

43% 

$2.8M 

OUR BUDGET 

11%       $700K 

47% 

$3M 

The Yolo-Solano AQMD Board of Directors adopted a proposed 2013-14 budget in June and a final budget 

in September. The budget maintains the District’s focus on protecting air quality in the most cost-effective 

ways possible to maximize public dollars. Below is a snapshot of the District’s budget for 2013-14. 

REVENUES
^
 EXPENSES 

PERMIT PROGRAMS 

Permit fees for 

businesses, engine 

registrations, portable 

engines 

DMV FEES* 

$6 of every vehicle 

registration in the 

District 

PROPERTY TAX* 

A share of Solano 

County property tax as 

allowed under AB 8 

SALARIES & BENEFITS 

INCENTIVES/GRANTS 

Clean Air Funds, Mower 

Exchange, Clean School 

Bus Program, fund 

balance 

SERVICES & SUPPLIES 

Operating expenses, 

professional services 

CONTINGENCY 

$6.4 MILLION 
2013-14 BUDGET 

^ Includes unspent funds from the 2012-13 fiscal year.  

* Due to legislation, there are spending restrictions on vehicle registration fees and property tax revenue.  

 

Permit program revenue includes all fees paid by locally regulated sources of air pollution, including agricultural 

burning program participants and those engaging in asbestos removal work. The District has placed a priority on 

keeping permit fees as stable as possible to help foster local economic growth.  

Vehicle registration fees are collected on behalf of the District by the state Department of Motor Vehicles. These funds 

are mandated to be used for specific programs to reduce the impact of transportation on local air quality. The 

District’s incentive and land use programs are funded through this revenue.  

The District works hard to maintain high administrative efficiency to ensure as much money as possible is dedicated 

to work and programs that reduce emissions of air pollution. The District’s financial statements are audited annually. 

Its most recent clean audit was reviewed by the Board of Directors in December.  
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OUR STAFF 
The District employs a full-time staff of 22. Yolo-Solano AQMD’s highly-trained employees work 

collaboratively to maximize resources and provide the best service possibly to the public. The following 

chart shows how the District staff is organized. 

Supervising Engineer 

FRANK DEMARIS 

Supervising Planner 

MATT JONES 

Supervising Specialist 

KARI LILJEBLAD 

Air Quality Engineers (3) 

Air Quality Planner (1) 

Air Monitoring Tech (1) 

Air Quality Specialists (5) 

Public Information Officer 

TOM HALL 

Deputy APCO 

PAUL HENSLEIGH 

Admin. Services Officer 

CAROL CASE 

Executive Director/Air Pollution Control Officer 

MAT EHRHARDT, P.E. 

The Executive Director/APCO reports to the Board of Directors and oversees operations and 

management of the District. 

Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors hires and reviews the performance of the District’s executive 

director, in addition to setting policy for the District. 

Admin. Operations 

Coordinator/Board Clerk 

SHARI WISE 

Air Quality Technicians (2) 

Administrative Assistants (2) 
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