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Dear Reader, 

Each year we begin our work with a focus on our mission, protecting human health 

and property from the harmful effects of air pollution. If there was ever a year that 

tested that mission, it was 2020. 

The year had seemingly just begun when the COVID-19 pandemic hit and the world 

suddenly changed course with social distancing, new safety precautions and 

teleworking becoming the ‘new normal’. In August, the LNU Lightning Complex 

burned for weeks in Solano, Yolo and surrounding counties consuming over 363,000 

acres, displacing thousands of residents and destroying numerous homes. Our region 

also experienced significant smoke and health impacts from regional fires for weeks 

after local fires were contained. 

The District leaned in, continuing to offer essential services to all stakeholders, 

including permit processing, inspections and air quality monitoring. We provided 

flexibility to those businesses impacted by COVID-19 while continuing to regulate 

sources without compromising the health and safety of District residents. During 

wildfire season, daily forecasts and health information were provided to assist during 

periods of unhealthy air quality and as recovery began guidance for safe wildfire 

cleanup was distributed. 

Welcoming in a new year, we look forward to continuing our work with stakeholders, 

local businesses, farmers, federal and state partners in promoting cleaner air for all 

those who live, work and breathe here. We thank you for your efforts and interest in 

reducing air pollution within your community and we encourage you to continue 

striving to make those changes that will impact the future of our air quality for years 

to come. 

I hope you enjoy the information provided within this report and thank you for your 

continued interest in the Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District. 

 

 

Mat Ehrhardt, P.E. 
Executive Director/APCO 
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Looking Forward… 
 

 
DISTRICT 
In the upcoming year, the District remains committed to providing essential services 
to all stakeholders while prioritizing safeguards to keep employees and stakeholders 
well.  Part of this commitment is to identify and implement processes and procedures 
that utilize technology, increase efficiency and flexibility. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 
Update the District’s financial policy for the Budget and Audit Committee review and 
approval to refine cost recovery, fund and reserve balances, auditing, internal control 
and budget process and other internal policies.  

 
ENGINEERING 
Complete and submit to the California Air Resource Board the emissions inventory 
for facilities subject to the Criteria and Toxics Reporting Regulations and review 
updated Toxic Emissions Inventory Plans and Report for AB 2588 Core facilities. 

 
RULES 
Review District Rule 5.1- Procedure before the Hearing Board, and Rule 5.2 – Upset/
Breakdown Conditions: Emergency Variance and promulgate rule amendments and 
update to improve the effectiveness of these rules. 

 
FARMER 
Fully expend the District’s third allocation of FARMER program funds that assist 
farmers in replacing old agricultural equipment with new, cleaner models. 

 
WOODSMOKE REDUCTION PROGRAM 
Fully expend the District’s second allocation from CARB for the Wood Smoke 
Reduction Program and receive new EPA funding to continue this program for the 
next three years as part of a regional collaboration to reduce the emission of fine 
particulates. 
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The Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District is 

a special district that is tasked with protecting 

people and the environment of Yolo and Solano 

counties from the effect of air pollution. 

Our mission is to protect human health and 

property from the harmful effects of air 

pollution. 

The District works to fulfill its public health mission 

in a variety of ways. As a regulatory agency, the 

District enforces rules on stationary sources of air 

pollution and implements strategies to meet 

federal and state standards.  Guidance is provided 

to local agencies on air quality impacts of projects 

and city planning. The District monitors local air 

quality and provides public education to promote 

awareness. 

About the District 

The District includes all of Yolo County and the 

northeastern portion of Solano County, including 

Vacaville, Dixon and Rio Vista. 

District covers roughly 1,500 acres 
and works to protect  

over 350,000 residents District operates air monitors 

in Davis, Rio Vista, Vacaville, 

West Sacramento and  

Woodland Since 2000, the District has operated 

a successful intern program with    

approximately 40 UC Davis students 
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Community Engagement 
SPARE THE AIR 

This annual program runs from May 1 through September 30 to help reduce the 

number of high-smog days in the Sacramento Region.  Advisories are called on days 

when the AQI for ozone is forecasted to reach 126 or higher and residents are                

encouraged to drive less.  In 2020 there was only 1 Spare the Air Advisory Issued. 

DON’T LIGHT TONIGHT 

To help reduce particulate pollution in our region, the District runs this voluntary 

program from November 1 through the end of February each year. If the forecast 

exceeds 25 micrograms per cubic meter (an AQI of 78), a Don’t Light Tonight (DLT) 

advisory is issued asking residents to refrain from using their fireplace or wood 

stove.  In 2020 there were 6 DLT Advisories Issued. 

CLEAN AIR CALENDAR  

Each year we invite all K-12 students within the District to submit illustrations for the 

annual Clean Air Calendar. This years student artwork depicted the theme Better Air, 

Better Health and each of the 12 winning students received a Certificate of 

Achievement and a gift card.  Copies of the 2021 calendar are available at the District 

office and can be viewed or printed from the District website.  

DIGITAL REACH 
This year a major focus of public outreach was utilizing social media and our website to continue efforts to 
inform, engage and serve our community.  This year the District experienced a 700% increase in website traffic 
during wildfire season, EnviroFlash subscription increased by 20% and millions of engagements on social 
media expanded the discussion of clean air in our community. 

Visit us at www.ysaqmd.org 

The YSAQMD website provides resources and infor-
mation to all our stakeholders with continued efforts 
to grow and adapt to current situations. 
 

133,939 Visitors in 2020 
 

Top Pages and Posts 

1. Air Quality Data Page 

2. Wildfire Smoke Information Page 

3. Burning Page 

4. Don’t Light Tonight Page 

5. YSAQMD Issue Air Quality Warning Post 

 

     1,045,467  
                Users Reached 
 

   174,888 Post Engagements 

 

 @YoloSolanoAir 

  435,200 Impressions 

   4,608 Profile Visits 

28%  
followers 

15%  
followers 

Facebook.com/YoloSolanoAir 

160%  
increase 
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2020 Board of Directors 
The Yolo-Solano AQMD Board of Directors is comprised of 14  local elected officials; four Yolo County 

Supervisors, three Solano County Supervisors with one representative from the City Councils of Davis, 

Dixon, Rio Vista, Vacaville, West Sacramento, Winters and Woodland.  The Board sets policy on matters 

under the District’s jurisdiction including rules, annual budget and incentive programs. 
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Incentives & Programs 
CLEAN AIR FUNDS 

This annual incentive program offers local and regional companies and agencies an 

opportunity to pursue impactful projects in Clean Vehicle Technology, Alternative 

Transportation, Transit Services or Public Education.  In 2020, the District awarded 

funds to 10 projects totaling $400,000. 

FARMER PROGRAM 

The District received a total of $743,235 from California Air Resources Board for 

Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reduction. This program 

reduces agricultural sector emissions by replacing aging and older ag vehicles with 

new cleaner equipment.  To date, the District has funded the replacement of 

twenty-four (24) tractors and is continuing to evaluate additional projects. 

WOOD SMOKE REDUCTION PROGRAM 

This incentive program assists residents to replace their old, non-EPA certified 

wood stove or fireplace with new, cleaner burning devices like EPA certified 

woodstove/insert or natural gas, propane, or electric heating device.  The District 

was awarded new grant funding that will allow the program to continue in 2021. 

CLEAN SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM 

The District receives funding from Department of Motor Vehicle fees collected on 

vehicles registered within the District. These fees are used, in part, to fund projects 

to reduce emissions through this incentive program.  In 2020, the District provided 

over $725,000 in funding to school districts for the purchase of clean buses. 

COMMUNITY AIR SENSOR PROGRAM 

This program began in 2017 when the District received funding to install low-cost 

PurpleAir sensors in underserved communities in the District that provide real-time 

data on PM2.5.  To date, the District has deployed 23 sensors. These sensors, along 

with other District monitors, can be seen at www.airnow.gov. 

42 

Cleaner Wood 
Stoves Installed 

$11 

million 
$350,000 9 6 

Regional Program 
Funding  

2018-2022 

School Buses 
Replaced  

New Grant 
Funding from 

EPA 

CEQA Projects 
Reviewed 
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Budget 
 
The 2020/2021 Budget promotes the District’s 
steadfast commitment to protecting public health 
and property from the harmful effects of air pollution. 
We continue our pledge to conservative financial 
management and planning policies to ensure core 
programs and services are provided in a cost-effective 
manner to local residents and businesses.  Further we 
strive to advance and strengthen our work with the 
community, industry, and partners to achieve 
solutions to the challenge of protecting air quality. 
 
Based on projections for 2020/2021, the Board 
approved the cost recovery adjustment based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) of 3.3% effective July 1, 
2020.  This follows past precedent of not raising fees 
beyond the CPI to minimize the financial impact rate 
increases may have on permit holders. 
 
The final budget shows a modest 1% increase over 
the approved 2019/2020 budget. This is in 
recognition of the unique and challenging situation 
we are currently experiencing due to COVID-19.  The 
final budget is balanced with adequate reserves and 
contingencies available.  
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$3,702,186 
Incentive grant funding supporting 

community-based projects 

Agricultural Burning 

Each day, District staff consults with CARB and contracted forecasters to determine the local burn status.  This 

program allows permit holders, such as growers and land managers, to burn on days that smoke is unlikely to 

have an impact on local air quality.  Notices of Violation (NOV) are issued to individuals burning without a 

permit,  without authorization or for non-compliance with open burn rules.  

 

Prescribed Burning and Monitoring  

Prescribed Fire, or controlled burning, is a tool that can reduce risk and severity of wildfire along with other 

ecological benefits.  As part of this state effort, District, staff coordinate with state and local fire agencies, 

agricultural operations and CARB to minimize the smoke impacts to residents.  The District facilitated the 

prescribed burning of 786 acres for fuel reduction and invasive weed control during 2020.   

144 

NEW ATC’s 

 
685 

Stationary Source  
Inspections 

 220 

Source Test Inspection 

 

114 

New PTO’s 

 480 

Asbestos Surveys Released 

 116 

PERP Inspections 

 

79 

Complaints Investigated 

 134 

NOV’s Issued 
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Restricted Funds 
34.9% 

Program Fees 
14.4% 

Revenues 

Admin/Interfund Transfer 
2.8% 

Contingency Operating 
13.7% 

Expenses 

Program Grants  
3.8% 

Other 
4.4% 

DMV Revenue 
12.5% 

FARMER 
6.2% 

Property Tax  
3% 

Fund Balances 
20.7% 

Total Budget $14,048,562 

Services & Supplies 
9.7% 

Clean Air Grants 
4% 

FARMER 
10.7% 

Salaries & Benefits 
25.2% 

Contingency Reserve 
22.2% 

AB 923 Grants 
11.4% 



 

District Response to 

Service to the Public 
 
Since March 18, 2020, the District lobby has been closed to the public, however that has not prevented  

business from continuing.  The District has been receiving and processing permits, conducting the asbestos 
and burn programs, monitoring air quality and performing all administrative functions throughout the closure.  
Inspections and surveillance continue with appropriate protocols and social distancing in effect to ensure the 
health and safety of stakeholders and staff alike. 

 

As many stakeholders encountered challenges of their own in managing this situation, the District has been 
dedicated to working with those businesses that have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The District 
waived late fees, established payment plans, provided extensions and remained accessible to all  

stakeholders.  

 

An expansion of the District’s use of technology in many functions has allowed for applications, payments, 
complaints and other functions to be conducted or submitted electronically. This has allowed stakeholders to 
remain in compliance with District rules and District staff to conduct work in the safest manner possible.   

 

Staff  
 
The District remains committed to providing the maximum potential safeguards to keep employees and 
stakeholders well. Our staff continue to perform their work functions while limiting their time in the office by 
working remotely and staggering the number of staff present if required to be physically at the District office. 
While in the office the District continues to provide additional sanitation, supplies including masks, and 
ensuring social distancing and other safety protocols are being practiced.  

 

District staff will continue to provide essential services and will remain flexible as the situation and our 
stakeholders needs change. Compliance staff has successfully transitioned to paperless for approximately 80% 
of inspections, developed processes for remote inspections and updated other procedures.  Administrative 
staff has transitioned all accounting and approximately 60% of source files to electronic records in addition to 
expanding the availability and use of forms on the District website. 
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Engineering and Compliance 
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Stationary Source Program 

Engineers and compliance staff issue permits, develop rules, inspect, calculate emissions and enforce air 
quality regulations.  District Staff have developed cooperative relationships with stakeholders within the 
community to educate, promote compliance and meet local, state and federal requirements.   

Yolo-Solano’s rich agricultural history means there are a number of farming and food production stationary 
sources of air pollution in the area.  Manufacturers, mining operations, biomass facilities, paint booths, 
landfills, gas stations and large-scale composters also potentially emit air pollution. 

In order to maintain healthy air quality for Yolo-Solano residents, the District’s stationary source permitting 
program implements rules that limit the amount and type of pollutants these businesses emit.  Engineering 
staff review applications for authority to construct (ATC) new permitted sources, inspect new installations for 
compliance and issue permits to operate (PTO) with allowable levels of annual emissions and additional 
directives needed to protect public health. 

Portable Equipment 

Certain equipment can get registered with CARB’s Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP), which 
allows the equipment to operate statewide with a single registration.  More than 1,102 units have been 
registered with the District as their ‘home district.’ 

Oil and Gas Grant 

This program began in October 2019 with the goal of reducing emissions from oil and gas production and 
helping the state with meeting its climate goals.   In 2020, District staff successfully registered all oil and gas 
facilities within the District as part of the implementation of the California Oil and Gas Registration Program.   
In addition to registering all facilities, ongoing quarterly inspections have been conducted and resulted in early 
identification and repair of gas leaks, reducing emissions of methane, a significant contributor to the state’s 
greenhouse gas inventory and protecting public safety. 

Community Air Protection Program (AB 617) 

The first year of reporting for Criteria and Toxics Reporting Regulation was completed for 49 facilities.  This 
regulation is a more detailed and intensive version of the emissions inventory the District completes annually 
for all permitted sources.   

Internship Program 

For more than 20 years, the District has operated a successful internship program in collaboration with UC 
Davis.  Currently we have two chemical engineering seniors from UC Davis participating in the program.  After 
completing this program students have gone on to work in the field of air quality, including  with YSAQMD, 
CARB and private firms. 
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 Our Air 
The average person breathes more than 3,000 gallons of air every day.  While pollution makes up a small 

portion of that air, science has shown serious health impacts even at low concentrations.  The District 

monitors ambient air quality to protect public health and comply with federal and state requirements.  Our 

monitoring network provides real-time data that allows the District to  

forecast air quality, issue advisories to the public as needed and show progress toward meeting air quality 

standards.  The Air Quality Index (AQI) is utilized in both forecasts and advisories provided to the public.  
 

The District meets the federal standards for five of the seven criteria pollutants  

EPA monitors and is considered a part of a regional non-attainment area for the 

other two criteria pollutants- ground-level ozone and fine particulates.  
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2020 AIR QUALITY  
(Max Daily AQI) 

GOOD 

MODERATE 

UNHEALTHY FOR 
SENSITIVE GROUPS  

UNHEALTHY 

VERY UNHEALTHY 

PARTICULATE MATTER (PM 2.5 AND PM 10) 

Particulate pollution, also know as particulate matter (PM), is a mixture of solid 

particles and liquid droplets found in the air.  Major sources of PM include  

transportation and solid fuel combustion such as wood burning.  Larger particles, 

PM 10, can be seen with the human eye while PM 2.5 is so small the particles 

are 1/30 the width of a human hair.  

PM levels were greatly impacted by the record-breaking wildfire season 

experienced this year.  At the height of wildfire season, August through         

October, the District experienced 19 days of Unhealthy air quality and 13 days 

that were Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups . For the entire year, the District had 

240 days with ‘Good’ air quality for Particulate Matter and called 6 advisories for 

the Don’t Light Tonight program. 

OZONE (SMOG) 

Ground-level ozone, or smog, is formed when nitrogen oxide (NOx) reacts with 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the presence of sunlight.  The major 

sources of NOx and VOCs include vehicle exhaust, industrial and utility plant 

emissions and chemical solvents. 

Ozone concentrations were highest in the District during the month of August 

which experienced 13 days of ’Moderate’ air quality and 2 days of ’Unhealthy for 

Sensitive Groups.’ For the entire year, the District had 322 days with ‘Good’ air 

quality for Ozone and only issued one Spare the Air Day alert. 

 

6 8/19/2020  

8/20/2020 

Wildfire Smoke 
The 2020 California wildfire season was the largest and most destructive on record since the state began 

tracking this information in 1932.  On August 17th a lightning siege sparked dozens of fires across the state 

and ignited the LNU Lightning Complex fire .  For more than six weeks the LNU Lightning Complex burned 

consuming 363,220 acres in Solano, Yolo and neighboring counties. The District was significantly impacted by 

transport smoke from other regional wildfires, especially the August Complex which sent large amounts of 

smoke into the District due to weeks of strong Northerly winds in September and early October.   

Severe smoke impacts could be seen and smelled by residents for months, from falling ash to hazy skies and 

an eerily red sun.  The District 

requested and CARB  deployed E-

BAM monitors to Winters, Esparto 

and Brooks to supplement the 

District’s monitoring system.  

These additional monitors 

ensured accurate ambient air 

quality data was collected and 

available to residents throughout 

these major incidents. Wildfire 

season accounted for all 13 days 

of Unhealthy for Sensitive 

Groups and 19 days of         

Unhealthy air quality recorded 

during the year. The highest AQI 

recorded was 191 on September 11. 

Wildfire Season Daily PM 2.5 Concentrations 
(Permanent Monitors)  

The District provides daily forecasts all year to assist the public with 
preparing for potentially poor air quality and assist staff operating 
smoke abatement and ozone programs.  Forecasts are developed by 
studying atmospheric pressure, wind speed and direction, 
temperature, and precipitation.  Atmospheric pressure is critical as 
high pressure systems tend to reduce vertical mixing and decrease 
winds.  Vertical mixing allows air to circulate, while winds assist in 
dispersing pollutants.   

Special forecasts are provided during wildfire season.  In addition to 
normal considerations, Compliance staff evaluate fire behavior and 
fuels and use advanced modeling to develop smoke forecasts.  
These models and forecasts are used to inform the public and 
reduce potential health impacts from exposure to wildfire smoke.   

This year, the Compliance staff provided these special wildfire 
smoke forecasts more than 60 times from August 17 through 
October 19, 2020. 

Air Quality Forecasting 
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District Response to 

Service to the Public 
 
Since March 18, 2020, the District lobby has been closed to the public, however that has not prevented  

business from continuing.  The District has been receiving and processing permits, conducting the asbestos 
and burn programs, monitoring air quality and performing all administrative functions throughout the closure.  
Inspections and surveillance continue with appropriate protocols and social distancing in effect to ensure the 
health and safety of stakeholders and staff alike. 

 

As many stakeholders encountered challenges of their own in managing this situation, the District has been 
dedicated to working with those businesses that have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The District 
waived late fees, established payment plans, provided extensions and remained accessible to all  

stakeholders.  

 

An expansion of the District’s use of technology in many functions has allowed for applications, payments, 
complaints and other functions to be conducted or submitted electronically. This has allowed stakeholders to 
remain in compliance with District rules and District staff to conduct work in the safest manner possible.   

 

Staff  
 
The District remains committed to providing the maximum potential safeguards to keep employees and 
stakeholders well. Our staff continue to perform their work functions while limiting their time in the office by 
working remotely and staggering the number of staff present if required to be physically at the District office. 
While in the office the District continues to provide additional sanitation, supplies including masks, and 
ensuring social distancing and other safety protocols are being practiced.  

 

District staff will continue to provide essential services and will remain flexible as the situation and our 
stakeholders needs change. Compliance staff has successfully transitioned to paperless for approximately 80% 
of inspections, developed processes for remote inspections and updated other procedures.  Administrative 
staff has transitioned all accounting and approximately 60% of source files to electronic records in addition to 
expanding the availability and use of forms on the District website. 

5 

Engineering and Compliance 
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Stationary Source Program 

Engineers and compliance staff issue permits, develop rules, inspect, calculate emissions and enforce air 
quality regulations.  District Staff have developed cooperative relationships with stakeholders within the 
community to educate, promote compliance and meet local, state and federal requirements.   

Yolo-Solano’s rich agricultural history means there are a number of farming and food production stationary 
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ecological benefits.  As part of this state effort, District, staff coordinate with state and local fire agencies, 

agricultural operations and CARB to minimize the smoke impacts to residents.  The District facilitated the 

prescribed burning of 786 acres for fuel reduction and invasive weed control during 2020.   

144 

NEW ATC’s 

 
685 

Stationary Source  
Inspections 

 220 

Source Test Inspection 

 

114 

New PTO’s 

 480 

Asbestos Surveys Released 

 116 

PERP Inspections 

 

79 

Complaints Investigated 

 134 

NOV’s Issued 
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Restricted Funds 
34.9% 

Program Fees 
14.4% 

Revenues 

Admin/Interfund Transfer 
2.8% 

Contingency Operating 
13.7% 

Expenses 

Program Grants  
3.8% 

Other 
4.4% 

DMV Revenue 
12.5% 

FARMER 
6.2% 

Property Tax  
3% 

Fund Balances 
20.7% 

Total Budget $14,048,562 

Services & Supplies 
9.7% 

Clean Air Grants 
4% 

FARMER 
10.7% 

Salaries & Benefits 
25.2% 

Contingency Reserve 
22.2% 

AB 923 Grants 
11.4% 



 

2020 Board of Directors 
The Yolo-Solano AQMD Board of Directors is comprised of 14  local elected officials; four Yolo County 

Supervisors, three Solano County Supervisors with one representative from the City Councils of Davis, 

Dixon, Rio Vista, Vacaville, West Sacramento, Winters and Woodland.  The Board sets policy on matters 

under the District’s jurisdiction including rules, annual budget and incentive programs. 

3 

Incentives & Programs 
CLEAN AIR FUNDS 

This annual incentive program offers local and regional companies and agencies an 

opportunity to pursue impactful projects in Clean Vehicle Technology, Alternative 

Transportation, Transit Services or Public Education.  In 2020, the District awarded 

funds to 10 projects totaling $400,000. 

FARMER PROGRAM 

The District received a total of $743,235 from California Air Resources Board for 

Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for Emission Reduction. This program 

reduces agricultural sector emissions by replacing aging and older ag vehicles with 

new cleaner equipment.  To date, the District has funded the replacement of 

twenty-four (24) tractors and is continuing to evaluate additional projects. 

WOOD SMOKE REDUCTION PROGRAM 

This incentive program assists residents to replace their old, non-EPA certified 

wood stove or fireplace with new, cleaner burning devices like EPA certified 

woodstove/insert or natural gas, propane, or electric heating device.  The District 

was awarded new grant funding that will allow the program to continue in 2021. 

CLEAN SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM 

The District receives funding from Department of Motor Vehicle fees collected on 

vehicles registered within the District. These fees are used, in part, to fund projects 

to reduce emissions through this incentive program.  In 2020, the District provided 

over $725,000 in funding to school districts for the purchase of clean buses. 

COMMUNITY AIR SENSOR PROGRAM 

This program began in 2017 when the District received funding to install low-cost 

PurpleAir sensors in underserved communities in the District that provide real-time 

data on PM2.5.  To date, the District has deployed 23 sensors. These sensors, along 

with other District monitors, can be seen at www.airnow.gov. 

42 

Cleaner Wood 
Stoves Installed 

$11 

million 
$350,000 9 6 

Regional Program 
Funding  

2018-2022 

School Buses 
Replaced  

New Grant 
Funding from 

EPA 

CEQA Projects 
Reviewed 
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The Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District is 

a special district that is tasked with protecting 

people and the environment of Yolo and Solano 

counties from the effect of air pollution. 

Our mission is to protect human health and 

property from the harmful effects of air 

pollution. 

The District works to fulfill its public health mission 

in a variety of ways. As a regulatory agency, the 

District enforces rules on stationary sources of air 

pollution and implements strategies to meet 

federal and state standards.  Guidance is provided 

to local agencies on air quality impacts of projects 

and city planning. The District monitors local air 

quality and provides public education to promote 

awareness. 

About the District 

The District includes all of Yolo County and the 

northeastern portion of Solano County, including 

Vacaville, Dixon and Rio Vista. 

District covers roughly 1,500 acres 
and works to protect  

over 350,000 residents District operates air monitors 

in Davis, Rio Vista, Vacaville, 

West Sacramento and  

Woodland Since 2000, the District has operated 

a successful intern program with    

approximately 40 UC Davis students 
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Community Engagement 
SPARE THE AIR 

This annual program runs from May 1 through September 30 to help reduce the 

number of high-smog days in the Sacramento Region.  Advisories are called on days 

when the AQI for ozone is forecasted to reach 126 or higher and residents are                

encouraged to drive less.  In 2020 there was only 1 Spare the Air Advisory Issued. 

DON’T LIGHT TONIGHT 

To help reduce particulate pollution in our region, the District runs this voluntary 

program from November 1 through the end of February each year. If the forecast 

exceeds 25 micrograms per cubic meter (an AQI of 78), a Don’t Light Tonight (DLT) 

advisory is issued asking residents to refrain from using their fireplace or wood 

stove.  In 2020 there were 6 DLT Advisories Issued. 

CLEAN AIR CALENDAR  

Each year we invite all K-12 students within the District to submit illustrations for the 

annual Clean Air Calendar. This years student artwork depicted the theme Better Air, 

Better Health and each of the 12 winning students received a Certificate of 

Achievement and a gift card.  Copies of the 2021 calendar are available at the District 

office and can be viewed or printed from the District website.  

DIGITAL REACH 
This year a major focus of public outreach was utilizing social media and our website to continue efforts to 
inform, engage and serve our community.  This year the District experienced a 700% increase in website traffic 
during wildfire season, EnviroFlash subscription increased by 20% and millions of engagements on social 
media expanded the discussion of clean air in our community. 

Visit us at www.ysaqmd.org 

The YSAQMD website provides resources and infor-
mation to all our stakeholders with continued efforts 
to grow and adapt to current situations. 
 

133,939 Visitors in 2020 
 

Top Pages and Posts 

1. Air Quality Data Page 

2. Wildfire Smoke Information Page 

3. Burning Page 

4. Don’t Light Tonight Page 

5. YSAQMD Issue Air Quality Warning Post 

 

     1,045,467  
                Users Reached 
 

   174,888 Post Engagements 

 

 @YoloSolanoAir 

  435,200 Impressions 

   4,608 Profile Visits 

28%  
followers 

15%  
followers 

Facebook.com/YoloSolanoAir 

160%  
increase 
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Dear Reader, 

Each year we begin our work with a focus on our mission, protecting human health 

and property from the harmful effects of air pollution. If there was ever a year that 

tested that mission, it was 2020. 

The year had seemingly just begun when the COVID-19 pandemic hit and the world 

suddenly changed course with social distancing, new safety precautions and 

teleworking becoming the ‘new normal’. In August, the LNU Lightning Complex 

burned for weeks in Solano, Yolo and surrounding counties consuming over 363,000 

acres, displacing thousands of residents and destroying numerous homes. Our region 

also experienced significant smoke and health impacts from regional fires for weeks 

after local fires were contained. 

The District leaned in, continuing to offer essential services to all stakeholders, 

including permit processing, inspections and air quality monitoring. We provided 

flexibility to those businesses impacted by COVID-19 while continuing to regulate 

sources without compromising the health and safety of District residents. During 

wildfire season, daily forecasts and health information were provided to assist during 

periods of unhealthy air quality and as recovery began guidance for safe wildfire 

cleanup was distributed. 

Welcoming in a new year, we look forward to continuing our work with stakeholders, 

local businesses, farmers, federal and state partners in promoting cleaner air for all 

those who live, work and breathe here. We thank you for your efforts and interest in 

reducing air pollution within your community and we encourage you to continue 

striving to make those changes that will impact the future of our air quality for years 

to come. 

I hope you enjoy the information provided within this report and thank you for your 

continued interest in the Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District. 

 

 

Mat Ehrhardt, P.E. 
Executive Director/APCO 

 

 

1 

Looking Forward… 
 

 
DISTRICT 
In the upcoming year, the District remains committed to providing essential services 
to all stakeholders while prioritizing safeguards to keep employees and stakeholders 
well.  Part of this commitment is to identify and implement processes and procedures 
that utilize technology, increase efficiency and flexibility. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 
Update the District’s financial policy for the Budget and Audit Committee review and 
approval to refine cost recovery, fund and reserve balances, auditing, internal control 
and budget process and other internal policies.  

 
ENGINEERING 
Complete and submit to the California Air Resource Board the emissions inventory 
for facilities subject to the Criteria and Toxics Reporting Regulations and review 
updated Toxic Emissions Inventory Plans and Report for AB 2588 Core facilities. 

 
RULES 
Review District Rule 5.1- Procedure before the Hearing Board, and Rule 5.2 – Upset/
Breakdown Conditions: Emergency Variance and promulgate rule amendments and 
update to improve the effectiveness of these rules. 

 
FARMER 
Fully expend the District’s third allocation of FARMER program funds that assist 
farmers in replacing old agricultural equipment with new, cleaner models. 

 
WOODSMOKE REDUCTION PROGRAM 
Fully expend the District’s second allocation from CARB for the Wood Smoke 
Reduction Program and receive new EPA funding to continue this program for the 
next three years as part of a regional collaboration to reduce the emission of fine 
particulates. 
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From the Air Pollution Control Officer 



 

18 Woodland, CA 

Contact Us 

Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District 

1947 Galileo Court, Suite 103, Davis, CA 95618   

 

Tel. (530) 757-3650    |    Fax (530) 757-3670 

                                                    

YoloSolanoAir           @YoloSolanoAir                                                           
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